A   HISTORICAL   BETHOSPECT
known to have lived in 149 M. E. (974 A, D.). A succession of kings is mentioned such as Govardhana Martanda, Vira Kerala Varma, Kotha Kerala Varma, Sri Vira Ravi Varma, Sri Vira Kerala Varma II, Udaya Martanda Varma and Sri Devadaran Kerala Varma. These take us to 368 M, K (1193 A. D), The next two rulers deserve more than a passing notice. Sri Vira Rama Kerala Varma who ruled from 384 to 389 E. E. (12094214 A. D.) and Sri Vira Ravi Kerala Varma who died in 410 M. E. were benevolent kings. It was the latter who promulgated the well-known Manalikkara edict which granted important concessions to the agricultural population. His successor, Martanda Varma, became a powerful ruler and attained to imperial status* He had under him a number of feudatory chieftains. It was this prince who
paved the way to the achievements of his great nephew, Ravi
*         __
Varma Kulasekhara, the son of Jayasimha and Uma Devi.
The period of Ravi Varma is the brightest in the medieval history of Travancore, It was during his reign that Tra-vancore attained to the hegemony of South India. Martanda Varma seems to have passed away before Ravi Varrna came of age, and naturally the young prince must have imbued imperial ideas from his great father whom he describes as the king of Yadava princes, Ravi Varma showed marks of greatness even as a boy by defeating Vikrama IPandya and winning the daughter of the Pandyan king in marriage. Before he attained his thirty-third year, he brought the Pandya territories to subjection. Soon after, he over-ran the whole of the West Coast and established Tiis undisputed authority. His ambition urged him to further conquests. He crossed the Sahyadri once again, conquered the whole of South India up to Nellore in the north and crpwned himself Emperor on the banks of the Vegavati in the ancient and historic city of Kanchipuram. This event of unique import! auce "w&s celebrated in 1313 A. D., in his 46th year of age,